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LIMglobal.net
Dear Reader,
This is a special issue of LIM News. We are celebrating the 20th anniversary of LIM's founding in
January 1986. Anniversaries provide us with an opportunity to look back where we have been, and as
we did so this time we thought of the major events that have occurred in these twenty years. There
have been many that have shaped the world we are living in today -- events in the political,
environmental, technological, economical, and social fields.
And because events are connected to human behavior, some of these events gave rise to management
and organization theories that accompanied the transformation of our world, trying to explain, to
make meaning, to inspire and to shape in new directions. We thought that the best way to celebrate
our 20th Anniversary with you was to share with you just a selection of those events.
This is a considerably longer issue, but it is not easy to do a short summary of twenty years. To
review the happenings standing side to side as it were, makes, we believe, for an interesting collage,
where you might find new meanings and connections. Thanks for coming along in this journey!
Enjoy the journey back in time!
Isabel Rimanoczy
Editor

Quote of the Month
"With power must come wisdom"
Ancient Chinese Proverb
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1986 –2006
TWENTY YEARS OFEVENTS
Special Anniversary Issue
1986
January 1 - Aruba became independent of Curaçao, though it remains in free association with the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Spain and Portugal are admitted into the European Community.
January 28. The space shuttle Challenger, was the first mission to put a civilian in space, a teacher in
space. Seventy-four seconds into the launch the O-rings in the solid rocket boosters gave way in the
cold weather and caused a horrible explosion. Today there are 42 Challenger Learning Centers in 26
states, the UK and Canada. Challenger Center is an international, not-for-profit education
organization that was founded by the families of the astronauts from Challenger Space Shuttle
mission 51-L. The Challenger Center for Space Science Education uses students' natural enthusiasm
for space to create innovative learning experiences for imaginative young minds. By transforming the
way teachers teach and students learn, Challenger Center is creating a new generation of explorers.
The Internet's Domain Name System had just been created.
February 19 - After waiting 37 years, the United States Senate approves a treaty outlawing genocide.
February 27 - The United States Senate allows its debates to be televised on a trial basis.
April 13 - Pope John Paul II officially visits the Synagogue of Rome — the first time a modern Pope
had visited a synagogue.
April 17 - Treaty signed, ending Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years' War between the Netherlands
and the Isles of Scilly.
April 26 - In Ukraine, one of the reactors at the Chornobyl (Chernobyl) nuclear plant explodes
creating the world's worst nuclear disaster. 31 are killed directly by the incident, many thousands
more were exposed to significant amounts of radioactive material, vast territories in Ukraine and
Belarus rendered uninhabitable.
August 31 - Cargo ship Khian Sea departs from the docks of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, carrying
14,000 tons of toxic waste. It will wander the seas for the next 16 months trying to find a place to
dump its cargo. In January 1988 the crew finally dumped 4000 tons of the waste near Gonaives in
Haiti. The rest of the ash disappeared en route from Singapore to Sri Lanka in November 1988. The
case contributed to the creation of the Basel Convention about disposal of hazardous waste.
Michael Porter publishes in HBR 1987 an article about a study of the diversification records of 33
large U.S. companies from 1950 to 1986 , that shows that diversification--whether through
acquisition, joint venture, or start-up--generally has not brought the competitive advantages or
profitability expected. Companies have the best chance of being successful at diversification if they
capitalize on the existing relationships between business units by having them transfer skills and

4/2/2013

LIM Newsletter - January 2006

Page 3 of 16

share activities.
Masaaki Imai was born in Tokyo. In 1986, Masaaki Imai established the Kaizen Institute to help
Western companies introduce kaizen concepts, systems and tools. That same year, he published his
book on Japanese management, Kaizen:The Key to Japan'
s Competitive Success. This best-selling
book has since been translated into 14 languages. The "zen" in Kaizen emphasizes the learn-by-doing
aspect of improving production. This philosophy is focused in a different direction from the
"command-and-control" improvement programs of the mid-20th century.
W. Edwards Deming's success in Japan led to the introduction of the Total Quality principles in the
US.
1987
April 13 - Portugal and China sign an agreement in which Macau would be returned to China in
1999.
May 11 - The first heart-lung transplant takes place (Baltimore, Maryland)
October 19 - Black Monday: stock market falls sharply around the world.
December 8 - First Intifada begins.
1988
May 15 - Soviet war in Afghanistan: After more than eight years of fighting, the Red Army begins its
withdraw from Afghanistan.
August 20 - Iran-Iraq war finished, ends costing an estimated 1 million lives.
November 15 - Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: An independent State of Palestine is proclaimed by the
Palestinian National Council meeting in Algiers, by a vote of 253 to 46.
November 17 - The Netherlands becomes the second country to get connected to the Internet.
December 2 - Benazir Bhutto is sworn in as Prime Minister of Pakistan, becoming the first woman to
head the government of an Islamic-dominated state.
December 2 - Cyclone in Bangladesh leaves 5 million homeless - thousands dead.
1989
February 10 - Ron Brown is elected chairman of the Democratic National Committee becoming the
first African American to lead a major American political party.
February 14 - The first of the 24 satellites of the Global Positioning System is placed into orbit.
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February 16 - Pan Am flight 103 crashes over Scotland: Investigators announce that the cause of the
crash was a bomb hidden inside a radio-cassette player.
March 2 - 12 European Community nations agree to ban the production of all chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) by the end century.
March 18 - In Egypt, a 4,400-year-old mummy is found in the Great Pyramid of Giza.
March 24 - Exxon Valdez oil spill: In Alaska's Prince William Sound the Exxon Valdezspills
240,000 barrels (11 million gallons) of oil after running aground.
March 27 - The first free elections for the Soviet parliament go against the Communist Party.
April 21 - Tiananmen Square protests of 1989: Students in Beijing, Shanghai, Xian, Nanjing started
to strike.
May 2 - Hungary dismantles 150 miles of barbed wire fencing, opening its border to Western Europe.
May 30 - Tiananmen Square protests of 1989: The 10 m (33 ft) high "Goddess of Democracy" statue
is unveiled in Tiananmen Square by student demonstrators.
June 3 - The Ayatollah Khomeini dies.
June 4 - The Tiananmen Square massacre takes place in Beijing and is covered live on television.
June 4 - Solidarity's victory in the first partly free parliamentary elections in post-war Poland spark
off a succession of peaceful anti-communist revolutions in Eastern Europe.
August 23 - Baltic Way, an uninterrupted 600 kilometers human chain, in which two million
indigenous people of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, then still occupied by the Soviet Union, joined
hands to demand freedom and independence.
November 7 - Douglas Wilder wins the governor's seat in Virginia and becomes the first elected
African American governor in the United States.
November 9 - Cold War: East Germany opens checkpoints in the Berlin Wall, allowing its citizens to
freely travel to West Germany for the first time in decades (the next day celebrating Germans began
to tear the wall down).
November 16 - South African President FW de Klerk announces scrapping of Separate Amenities
Act.
November 17 - Cold War: Velvet Revolution begins - In Czechoslovakia a peaceful student
demonstration in Prague is severely beaten back by riot police. This sparks a revolution aimed at
overthrowing the Communist government (it succeeded on December 29).
December 3 - Cold War: In a meeting off the coast of Malta, US President George Herbert Walker
Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev release statements indicating that the Cold War between
their nations may be coming to an end.
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December 14 - Chile holds its first free election in 16 years.
December 17 - Brazil holds its first free election in 29 years. Fernando Collor de Mello wins the
election.
December 20 - United States invades Panama (Operation Just Cause) to overthrow Manuel Noriega he takes refuge in the Vatican mission until January 3, 1990.
December 25 - Nicolae Ceaucescu, Romanian former President and communist dictator and his wife
Elena are executed.
America Online (AOL.com) is launched, although the internet provider was founded in 1985 as
Quantum Computer Services.
1990
January 31 - The first McDonald's opens in Moscow, USSR.
February 2 - Apartheid: In South Africa President F.W. de Klerk allows the African National
Congress to legally function again and promises to set Nelson Mandela free.
February 7 - Collapse of the Soviet Union: The Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party
agrees to give up its monopoly of power.
March 21 - After 75 years of South African rule Namibia becomes independent.
April 24 - West and East Germany agree to merge currency and economies on July 1.
June 1 - U.S. President George H. W. Bush and Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev sign a treaty
to end chemical weapon production and to start destroying each of their nation's stockpiles.
August 2 - Gulf War: Iraq invades Kuwait, eventually leading to the Gulf War.
August : Peter Senge publishes "The Fifth Discipline" in the US
October 15 - Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts
at lessening the Cold War tensions and reforming his nation.
November 13 - The first known web page is written.
November 29 - Gulf War: The United Nations Security Council passes UN Security Council
Resolution 678, authorizing military intervention in Iraq if that nation did not withdraw its forces
from Kuwait and free all foreign hostages by Tuesday, January 15, 1991.
December 16 - Jean-Bertrand Aristide is elected president of Haiti, ending three decades of military
rule.
1991
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January4-TheUnitedNationsSecuri
tyCouncil votesunani
mouslytocondemnIsrael'
streatmentof
Palest
inians.
January17-Operati
onDesertStorm begins.
April 18-Iraqdisarmamentcrisis:Iraqdeclaressomeofitschemi
cal weaponsandmateri
alst
othe
UN,asrequiredbyResolution687,andclaimsthati
tdoesnothavebiological weaponsprogram.
April 29-A tropical cyclonehitsBangladeshkill inganesti
mated138,
000people.
August25-StudentLinusTorvaldspost
samessagestoUsenetnewsgroupcomp.
os.
minixaboutthe
new operatingsystem kernel hehasbeendeveloping.
September6 -Thename"Sai
ntPetersburg"i
srestored to Russi
a'
ssecond-largestci
ty,which had
beenrenamed"Leni
ngrad"in1924.
September21-Armeniadeclaresi
ndependencefrom t
heSovietUnion.
November23-FreddieM ercury,leadsingerofthebandQueen,issuesapublicst
atementconfirming
t
hatheisstrickenwithAIDS.Hewoulddi
eofcomplicationsthenextday.
November27 -The United NationsSecurity Council unanimously adoptsUN Security Council
Resolution721,openingthewayt
otheest
abli
shmentofpeacekeepi
ngoperationsinYugoslavia.
December4-PanAmericanW orldAirwaysendsoperations.
December31-SovietUnionoffi
ci
all yceasest
oexist
1992
January15-TheSocialistFederal RepublicofYugoslaviaceasestoexi
st.Sl oveniaandCroat
iagain
i
ndependence.
January16-El Salvadoroffici
alsandrebel l eaderssignapacti
nM exicoCit
yt
hatendsa12year
civi
l warthatclaimedatleast75,
000.
January26-BorisYeltsinannouncesthatRussiaisgoingt
ostopt
arget
ingUnitedStat
escit
ieswith
nuclearweapons.
February7-SigningoftheM aastrichtt
reat
y,whi
chfoundedtheEuropeanUni
on.
February18-Iraqdisarmamentcrisi
s:TheExecutiveChairmanofUNSCOM detailsIraq'
srefusal to
abidebyUN SecurityCounci
l disarmamentresoluti
ons.
April 6-SerbiantroopsbegintobombardSarajevo.
April 27-Bett
yBoothroydelectedthefi
rstwomant
obeSpeakeroftheBriti
shHouseofCommons.
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July10-InM i
ami,Fl orida,formerPanamanianl eaderM anuel Noriegaissentencedt
o40yearsin
prisonfordrugandracketeeringvi
olat
ions.
1993
January5-W ashingtonStateexecutesW estleyAl l anDoddbyhangi
ng(thefirstl egal hangingin
Americasi
nce1965).
April 23-W HO declarestuberculosi
saGl obal Emergency.
June6-M ongoli
aholdsitsfirstdirectpresidential elect
ions.
June25-Kim Campbell becomesCanada'
snineteent
h,andfirstfemale,Pri
meM inister.
July31-W indowsNT3.
1isreleased.
September13 -PLO l eaderYasirArafatand Israeliprimeminist
erYi
tzhakRabin shakehandsin
W ashingtonD.
C.
,aftersi
gningapeaceaccord.
M ichael Hammer& JamesChampypublishtheirbook"ReengineeringtheCorporati
on".
1994
April 6 -Rwandan presidentJuvénal Habyari
manaand presidentofBurundiCyprien Ntaryamira
diedwhenamissi
l eshootsdownt
heirjetnearKi
gali
,Rwanda.Thisistakenasapretexttobeginthe
RwandanGenocide.
April 26-SouthAfricaholdsitsfirstfull ymulti
racial elections.
M ay 1 -FormulaOnedri
verAyrt
on SenaofBrazi
l ,age34,iskill ed in ahigh-speed,si
ngle-car
acci
dentduringt
heSanM arinoGrandPri
xinImola,It
aly
M ay 6 -The Channel Tunnel,which took 15,
000 workersoverseven yearst
o complet
e,opens
betweenEnglandandFrance.Passengerscannow travel betweent
het
wocountriesin35mi
nutes.
M ay9-NelsonM andelaisinaugurat
edasSout
hAfrica'
sfirstblackpresi
dent.
July25-Israel andJordansignt
heIsrael-JordanTreatyofPeacewhichformall yendsthestat
eof
warthathasexist
edbetweenthenationssi
nce1948.
August31 -TheIri
sh Republi
can Army announcesa"complet
ecessation ofmilit
ary operat
ions"
from mi
dnight.
September3-ColdW ar:Russiaandt
hePeople'
sRepublicofChinaagreetode-t
argetthei
rnuclear
weaponsagainsteachot
her.
December19-A plannedexchangeratecorrecti
onoftheM exicanPesotot
heUSDoll ar,becomes
causesamassi
vefinancial meltdowninM exico,unleashingthe'
Tequila'effectonglobal fi
nancial
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markets.Thiswill promptaUS$50,
000mill ion'
bailout'byt
heCl intonadmini
strat
ion.
December19-Civil uni
onsbet
weenhomosexualsaremadel egal inSweden.
1995
June 13 -French presidentJacquesChirac announcesthe resumpti
on ofnucleartest
sin French
Polynesia.
July28-Net
workSolutionsannouncesanew policyt
ohelpcompaniesprotecttheirt
rademarkson
t
heInternet
.
September-DVD,opti
cal discstoragemediaformat
,i
sannounced.
November4 -Afteratt
endi
ng a peace rall y in Tel Aviv'
sKingsofIsrael Square,Israeliprime
minist
erYitzhakRabini
smortall ywoundedbyari
ght-wi
ngIsraeligunman.(Hel aterdiedonthe
operat
ingtableatIchilovHospi
tal inTel Avi
v)
Amazon.
com isl aunchedasthefi
rstonlinebookstore.
Daniel Golemanfirstpublishes"Emoti
onal Int
ell igence"intheUS.
eBayisfounded.
General El ect
ri
cadoptstheSixSigmamodel createdbyM otorolainthe80s.
1996
January29-PresidentJacquesChiracannouncesa"definit
iveend"t
oFrenchnucleartesting.
February9-IRA ceasefi
reendswi
thaone-tonbombi
nLondon'
sCanaryW harfDi
strict-2dead.
February17-InPhiladelphia,Pennsylvania,worldchesschampionGarryKasparovbeatstheIBM
"DeepBl ue"supercomput
erinachessmatch.
July5-Doll ythesheep,thefirstmammal tobesuccessfull yclonedfrom anadultcell ,isborn.Itwi
ll
prematurelydieprematurelyi
nFebruary2003.
TheDet
roitofIndiaandportcity,M adras,i
srenamedChennai.
General M otorsEV1l aunched.TheEV1i
sthefirstelectriccart
ogointomassproduction.
1997
January19-YasserArafatreturnstoHebronaftermorethan30yearsandjoinscelebrationsoverthe
handoverofthel astIsraeli-controll edW estBankcit
y.
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April 22-Francesupportsnew transiti
onal governmentforZaire,wi
thdrawingi
tssupportofM obutu
SeseSeko.
April 22 - In Lima,Peru,after four-month standoff,government troops st
orm t
he Japanese
ambassador'
sresidence-theyrelease71host
agesandkill onehostageand14capt
ors.
July1-TheUnitedKingdom handssovereignt
yofHongKongtothePeople'
sRepublicofChina.
August31-Diana,PrincessofW alesist
akentoahospital aft
eracarcrashinthePontdel '
Al ma
roadtunnel inParis.Shei
spronounceddeadat4:00thenextmorning.
September5DeathofM otherTeresa.
October27-Stockmarketsaroundt
heworldcrashbecauseofaglobal economiccrisisscare.
December3 -In Ottawa,Canada,represent
ati
ves from 121 countries sign a treat
y prohibi
ting
manufact
ureanddeploymentofanti-personnel l andmines.TheUnitedStat
es,People'
sRepublicof
China,andRussiadonotsignt
hetreat
y,however.
December29-HongKongbegi
nstokill all thechickenswi
thinit
sterritory(1.
25mill ion)tostopthe
spreadofapotentiall ydeadlyinfluenzastrain.
Theterm "weblog"wascoinedbyJornBargerinDecember1997.
TheToyotaPriuscomestoshowrooms,onlyinJapan.ThePri
uswasthefirsthybridvehicletogo
i
ntofull production.ThePriuswouldcometoUSshowroomsin2000.
1998
January1-Smokingisbannedinall Cali
forniabarsandrest
aurants.
January12-19Europeannationsagreetoforbidhumancloning.
January28-FordM otorCompanyannouncesthebuyoutofVolvoCarsfor$6.
45bill ion.
M arch2-Datasentfrom theGalileoprobeindicatesthatJupit
er'
smoonEuropahasal iquidocean
underat
hickcrustofice.
M ay7-AppleComputerunvei
l stheiM ac.
August17-Russianfinancial crisis:Devaluationoftheruble.Therublel ost70% ofitsvalueagai
nst
USdoll arin6monthsfoll owingAugust1998.Several l argestRussiansbankscoll apsed,andmill ions
ofpeoplel ostt
heirsavings.
September7-Google,Inc.isfounded.
September29-Iraqdisarmamentcrisis:TheU.
S.Congresspassest
he"IraqLiberat
ionAct",which
stat
es thatthe Uni
ted St
at
es want
st
o remove Saddam Hussein from power and replace the
governmentwithademocraticinsti
tution.
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October29 -Aparthei
d:In South Africa,t
he Truth and Reconci
l iation Commission presentsi
ts
report,whichcondemnsbothsi
desforcommitt
ingatrocit
ies.
November12-Daiml er-BenzcompletesamergerwithChryslertoform Dai
ml er-Chrysler.
November30-DeutscheBankannouncesaUS$10bill iondeal tobuyBankersTrust,thuscreating
t
hel argestfinancial institut
ionintheworld.
December1-ExxonannouncesaUS$73.
7bill i
ondeal t
obuyM obil,thuscreati
ngExxon-M obil,the
l argestcompanyontheplanet.
Ibrahim Hanna,the l astnativespeakerofM l ahsö,diesi
n Qamishli,Syria,making t
he l anguage
effectively ext
inct.In thatsameyear,thel astnativespeakerofrelated Bijil Neo-Aramaicdiesin
Jerusalem.
1999
KosovoW ar.
Y2K preparat
ionwasamajoreventin1999bothinact
ual eventsandinmediaover-reporting.
January1-Eurocurrencyint
roduced.
M arch24-NATO l aunchesai
rstrikesi
nFederal Republi
cofYugoslaviawhichwasrefusingtosign
apeacetreaty.Thismarksthefi
rsttimeNATO attackedasovereigncountry.
M ay20-Bl uetoot
hannounced.
June8-ThegovernmentofColombiaannouncesitwill i
ncludetheest
imatedvalueofthecountry'
s
i
l l egal drugcrops,exceedi
nghalfabill ionUSdoll ars,init
sgrossnati
onal product.
July16-Offt
hecoastofM artha'
sVineyard,aplanepi
l otedbyJohnF.KennedyJr.crasheswit
hhis
wi
feCarolynBesset
teKennedyandhersisterLaurenBessetteonboard.Al l threearekill edi
nthe
crash.
July25-LanceArmstrongwinshi
sfi
rstTourdeFrance.
August17-A 7.
4-magnitudeearthquakestrikesIstanbul andnorthwesternTurkey,kill ingmorethan
17,
000andinj
uri
ng44,
000.Thiseart
hquakewast
hefirstofal ongseriesofunrelatedbutfrequent
eart
hquakesthroughoutt
heworldduringtheyears1999and2000.
October12-Thehumanpopulationoftheworldsurpassedsixbill ion.
October31-RomanCatholi
cChurchandLutheranChurchl eaderssignt
heJointDeclarationonthe
Doctrine ofJusti
fi
cation,ending a centuries-old doctri
nal dispute overthe nature offaith and
salvati
on.
November 30 - In Seat
tle,W ashington,the firstmajor mobili
zation of the anti-globalization

4/2/2013

LIM Newslet
ter -January2006

Page11of16

movementcatchespoliceunprepared and forcesthecancellationoftheopeningceremoniesofthe
W TO Meeti
ngof1999(protestsend onDecember 3).
December 20-Macaui
shanded over t
othePeopl
e'
sRepubl
icofChi
nabyPort
ugal
.
December 31-ThePanamaCanalistransferred toPanamani
ancontrol.
HondaInsightisthefirsthybrid-fuelaut
omobileimported int
otheUnit
ed States.
2000
January 1 -Mill
ennium celebrations t
ake place throughoutthe world.Y2K passes withoutthe
serious,widespread computer failuresand malfunctionst
hathad beenpredicted.
February6-TarjaHaloneniselected thefirstFinni
shfemalepresi
dent.
April25-TheStateofVermontpassesBil
lHB847,legal
izi
ngCivilUnionsfor same-sexcouples.
October 5-PresidentSl
obodanMiloševićleavesofficeafter widespread demonst
rationsthroughout
Serbiaand thewi
thdrawalofRussiansupport.
October 11 -250 mil
lion gall
onsofcoalsl
udgespillin Martin County,Kentucky.Considered a
great
er environmentaldisaster thantheExxonVal
dezoilspi
ll.
2001
February20-2001UK footand mouthcri
sisbegins.
August6 -:GeorgeW .Bush isi
nformed i
n hisPresident'
sDail
y BriefthatOsamabin Laden is
determined t
ostriket
argetswit
hint
heUni
ted St
atesand thatt
heFBI beli
eved activit
yconsistentwith
preparationsfor hijackingUSairplaneswasunderway.
September 11-Almost3,
000killed intheSeptember 11,2001TerroristAttackontheW orl
d Trade
Cent
er inNew YorkCit
y,ThePent
agoninArlingt
on,Vi
rgi
nia,and ruralShanksville,Pennsylvania.
October 2-BankruptcyofSwissair.
October 23-AppleComput
er rel
easesthenow famousiPod.
October 25-Mi
crosoftrel
easesW indowsXP.
November 10-Chinai
sadmitted totheW orl
d TradeOrganizati
onafter 15yearsofnegotiations.
November 30-BeatleGeorgeHarri
sondiesafter alongbatt
lewit
hcancer.
Jim Col
linspubl
ishesthebook"Good toGreat
.
"
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2002
January 9 -The Unit
ed StatesDepart
mentofJustice announcesitisgoing to pursue a cri
minal
i
nvest
igationofEnron.
January17-Erupti
onofMountNyiragongointheDemocraticRepublicoftheCongo,displaci
ngan
esti
mated 400,
000people.
March19-US At
tackonAfghani
stan:OperationAnacondaends(started onMarch1)aft
er kil
ling
500Tali
banand alQaedafighterswith11alli
ed troopfat
al
ities.
May 12 -Former PresidentJimmy Carter arrivesin Cuba for a five-day visitwi
th FidelCastro
becomingt
hefirstPresidentoftheUnited Stat
es,i
nor outofoffice,tovisi
ttheisl
and si
nceCastro'
s
1959revoluti
on.
May 22 - American civi
lri
ghts movement:16th StreetBapti
stChurch bombing:A jury in
Birmingham,Al
abamaconvictsformer Ku Kl
ux Klan member Bobby Frank Cherry ofthe1963
murdersoffour girls.
June4-QueenEl
izabethII and theDukeofEdi
nburghrideint
hegold stat
ecoachfrom Buckingham
PalacetoSt.Paul'
sCat
hedralfor aspecialservi
cemarki
ngt
heQueen'
s50yearsonthethrone.In
New York,theEmpireStateBuil
dingisl
itinpurplefor her honor.
September 2 -The opening ofthe Uni
ted Nat
ionsW orld Summiton Sust
ainable Development,
successor of the 1972 Conference on the Human Environment,1983 W orld Commissi
on on
Envi
ronmentand Development
,and the1992ConferenceonEnvironmentand Development.
November 13-Theoiltanker Prest
igesi
nksofftheGaliciancoastand causesahugeoilspill.
2003
January1-LuízInácioLulaDaSilvabecomesthe37thPresidentofBrazil
.
January30-Iraqdi
sarmamentcrisis:TheleadersofBritain,Spai
n,Ital
y,Portugal,Hungary,Poland,
Denmark,and theCzechRepublicreleaseastat
ement,thelett
er oftheei
ght,demonst
ratingsupport
for theUnited States'plansfor aninvasionofIraq.
February 1 -TheSpaceShutt
leColumbiadisi
ntegratesover Texasupon reentry,kill
ing allseven
astronautsonboard.
March12-SerbianPrimeMini
ster ZoranĐi
nđićassassinated inBelgrade.
March12-W HO i
ssuesaglobalalertonSARS.
March20-2003Iraqwar:Land troopsfrom United States,United Kingdom,Aust
raliaand Poland
i
nvadeIraq.
April14 - Human Genome Projectsuccessful
ly completed wit
h 99% of the human genome
sequenced to99.
99% accuracy.
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May4-10-A maj
or severeweather outbreakspawned moretornadoesthananyweekinU.
S.history.
393tornadoeswerereported i
n19states.
June1-ThePeopl
e'
sRepublicofChinabeginsfilli
ngthereservoir behind themassiveThreeGorges
Dam,rai
singthewat
er levelnear thedam over 100met
ers.
August10-Thehi
ghesttemperatureever recorded int
heUK -38.
1°C (100.
6°F)atGravesend in
Kentand Kew BotanicGardens,London.Itisthefirsttimet
heUK hasrecorded atemperatureover
100degreesFahrenheit
.
August14-W idespread power outageaffectsnortheastUnited Statesand Canada.
September 10-Swedishforei
gnminister AnnaLindhisstabbed inaStockholm departmentstoreand
diest
henextday.
September 28-A power fai
lureaffected allofItalyexceptSardi
nia,cutt
ingservi
cetomorethan56
milli
onpeopl
e.
October 24-Concordemakesit
slastcommercialflight
,bri
ngingtheeraofai
rl
iner supersonictravel
t
oaclose,atleastfor thetimebeing.
October 25 -Cedar Fire beginsi
n San Di
ego County burning 280,
000 acres(1,
100 km²),2,
232
homesand kil
ling14.
December 13 -Saddam Hussein,former PresidentofIraq,i
scaptured i
n Tikri
tby the U.
S.4th
InfantryDi
vision.
December 26-A massi
veearthquakedevastatessoutheasternIran.Over 40,
000peoplearereported
t
ohavebeenkil
led intheci
tyofBam.
2004
February3-TheCIA admitsthattherewasnoi
mminentthreatfrom weaponsofmassdestruction
beforethe2003invasionofIraq.
February13-Sci
enti
stsinSouthKoreaannouncethecloni
ngof30humanembryos.
March11-Simult
aneousexplosionsonrushhour trainsinMadrid kill190people.
March19-TheUN launchesacorruptioninvestigationduet
othescandalover it
sIraqiOilfor Food
program.
March 28-Thefirstever SouthAtlanticHurricanemakeslandfalli
n SouthBrazilonthestateof
SantaCat
arina,theHurricaneisdubbed HurricaneCatarina.
April22-Thelastcoalminei
nFrancecl
oses,endingnearly300yearsofcoalmining.
April28-AbuseofprisonersattheAbuGhrai
bprisoninIraqisrevealed onthet
elevisi
onshow 60
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MinutesII.
July25-Over 100,
000opponent
stoIsrael
'
sunilateraldisengagementplanof2004participateina
humanchainfrom GushKatif,tot
heW est
ernW al
l,Jerusalem (90kilometers).
Four hurri
canesand onetropicalstorm kil
l3200peoplet
otalinHaiti
,Caribbean,GulfofMexico,
Venezuela,DominicanRepubl
icand US.
October 20-SusiloBambangYudhoyonobecomesthefirstdirectl
y-elect
ed PresidentofIndonesi
a.
October 31-Left
istcandidat
eTabaréVázqueziselect
ed PresidentofUruguay.
December 8-ThebiggestChinesePC producer Lenovoannouncesitspl
antopurchaseIBM'
sglobal
PC busi
ness,maki
ngitthethird largestworld PC maker after Delland Hewlett-Packard.
December 26-Thestrongestearthquakei
n40yearsori
ginat
esfrom theIndianOceanofft
hewest
coastofSumatrai
sland inIndonesia,measuring9.
3ontheRicht
er Scaleand creat
ingtsunamiwaves
t
hatsweep acrossmuch oft
hecoast
linesofSriLanka,India,Bangl
adesh,theMaldi
ves,Burma,
Thail
and,Malaysiaand Indonesi
a.Atleast290,
000peoplefrom SouthAsiatoasfar asSomaliain
Africaareconfi
rmed t
obedead.TSUNAMI.
December 31 -The officialopening ofTai
pei101,t
he currenttallestskyscraper i
n the world,
standi
ngataheightof508metersor 1,
676feet.
2005
Chevron launcheswww.
wi
llyoujoi
nus.
com,awebsi
teto discussand inform aboutcurrentenergy
challenges,thatcallsuponscient
istsand educators,poli
ticiansand poli
cymakers,envi
ronment
ali
sts,
l
eadersofindustryand indi
vidual
stobepartofreshapingt
henexteraofenergy.
January 20 -George W .Bush i
si
naugurated i
n W ashington,D.
C.for hissecond term as43rd
Presi
dentoftheUnited St
ates.
January20-Irel
and compl
etesmet
ri
fi
cation.TodayonlytheUnit
ed States,Liberia,and Myanmar
havenotofficiallyswitched t
ot
hemetricsystem (althoughLiberiaand Myanmar usei
tinpractice)
and theUnited Kingdom iscurrentl
yintheprocessofconversion.
February10-SaudiArabiaholdsi
tsfirstever electi
onsfor munici
palauthorit
ies,inwhichonlymen
areall
owed tovote.
February16-TheKyotoProtocolcomesi
ntoeffect,wit
houtthesupportoftheUni
ted Statesand
Aust
ralia.
March 1 -The U.
S.Supreme Courtrules the death penalty unconst
ituti
onalfor juveniles who
committed their crimesunder age18.
April2-PopeJohnPaulII dies.
April27-TheSuperj
umbojetaircraftAi
rbusA380madeitsfirstflightfrom Toul
ouse.
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May17-Kuwait
iwomengranted ri
ghttovote.
June5-Swit
zerland vot
est
ojointheSchengenareaand t
oal
low same-sexpartnerships.
June30-Spainjoi
nsBelgium and theNet
herlandsinpermitt
ingsame-sexmarriage.
July20-Canada'
sCivi
lMarriageAct,legalizingsame-sexmarri
age,recei
vesRoyalAssent.
August17-Thefirstforced evacuati
onofsettl
ers,aspartofIsrael
'
sunilateraldisengagementplan,
starts.
August29 -Atleast1,
300arekilled,and severedamagei
scaused along t
heU.
S.GulfCoast,as
HurricaneKatrinastrikest
heLouisiana,Mississippiand Alabamacoastalareas.W i
thinhours,levees
givewayand New Orleansisflooded.
September 19 -North Korea agreesto st
op bui
lding nuclear weaponsin exchange for ai
d and
cooperati
on.
September 27-Michaël
leJean,borninHaiti,becomesthe27thGovernor GeneralofCanada,and the
firstblackpersont
ohold thatposit
ion.
September 30-TheParli
amentofCataloni
apasseswith120plusvotesand 15against,t
heProjectof
New Catal
anStatuteofAutonomy,proclaimi
nginitsarticle1,"Cataloniaisanat
ion".
October 8-Anearthquakei
nKashmi
r ki
llsabout80,
000people.
October 22-Tropi
calStorm Alphaformsmakingthe2005Atlantichurricaneseasonthemostactive
onrecord.
November 8-FrenchPresidentJacquesChiracdeclaresastateofemergencyonthe12thdayofthe
Frenchci
vilunrest.
November 13-Andrew Sti
mpson,a25-year old Bri
tishmanisreported ast
hefi
rstpersonprovento
havebeen'
cured'ofHIV.
November 21-ThePrimeMini
ster ofIsrael
,ArielSharonannounceshisresignationfrom Li
kud and
hisintentiont
oform anew part
ydevoted topeacei
ntheregion,Kadi
ma,and asksthePresi
dentof
Israelt
ocallageneralel
ection.
November 22– Angel
aDorot
heaMerkeliselected asChancellor ofGermany,becomingthefirst
womantol
ead Germanysincei
tbecameamodernnat
ionstatein1871.
November 23-El
lenJohnson-Sirl
eafwil
lbethenextthePresidentofLiberi
a.Sheisthefirstelected
femalePresi
dentofanAfricancountry.
December 1 -Sout
h Africabecomesthefifth count
ry in t
heworl
d wheresame-sex marriagesare
recogni
zed.
December 2 -Kenneth Boyd becomesthe1000th person to beexecuted in theUSA si
ncethere-
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introduction of capital punishment in 1976.
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